LEGISLATIVE INTERIM COMMITTEE CHARGES
Senate Health and Human Services Committee
Protection of Children:
Part I: Reducing Recurrence of Child Abuse and Neglect: Examine the current process that Child Protective Services uses
to track recurrence of child abuse and neglect, and make recommendations to improve data tracking and the use of that
data to assist in preventing recurrence. The study should examine the differences in recurrence among families who
received services, families who received no services and had their cases closed, and families who had their children
removed from the home.
Part II: Addressing High-Acuity Needs of Foster Care Children: Study the increase in higher acuity children with trauma
and mental illness in the state foster care system, and recommend ways to ensure children have timely access to
appropriate treatment and placement options.
Part III: Strengthening Adoptions: Examine the frequency, causes, and effects of disrupted foster care adoptions and
make recommendations to improve the long-term success of adoptive placements. Study and make recommendations
on ways to ensure a smooth transition for foster care children who are exiting the system.
Monitoring Charge:
Monitor the implementation of legislation and riders related to health and human services that were considered by the
84th Legislature, Regular Session and make recommendations for any legislation needed to improve, enhance, and/or
complete implementation, including but not limited to:
 The impact of changes made by the Department of Family and Protective Services, Child Protective Services on
child safety, workforce retention, prevention, and permanency;
House Human Services Committee
Child Protection:
Examine the Department of Family and Protective Services’ policies and procedures, including prevention measures and
resources, dedicated to eliminating child abuse and fatalities within the foster care system; explore ideas and strategies
to increase the number of foster families and improve the delivery of services to children with high needs; review
adoption policies, including disruptions, and make recommendations for possible improvements. Also, monitor and
assess the continuation of foster care redesign.
Trafficking:
Study and evaluate the practice of youth being recruited into human trafficking. Specifically, evaluate the scope of the
pipeline of potential victims from foster care, including methods and means used to lure youth into trafficking. Evaluate
the types of services that are available to support children and youth in the conservatorship of DFPS who are victims of
human trafficking. Make necessary recommendations to assist DFPS in identifying, recovering, serving, or caring for
children and youth who are victims of human trafficking prior to placement in foster care. (Joint charge with the House
Committee on Juvenile Justice & Family Issues)

House Committee on Juvenile Justice & Family Issues
Data Sharing:
Examine data collection and sharing practices between the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS), the
Texas Juvenile Justice Department (TJJD), and local juvenile probation departments regarding youth involved in both the
child welfare and juvenile justice systems. Determine any new data that should be collected and make
recommendations to improve data-sharing between DFPS, TJJD and local juvenile probation departments that will
improve delivery of services and outcomes.
Parenting Classes:
Examine evidence-based practices around early education and parenting support and education programs. Assess the
current capacity of community-based parent support programs, including funding sources, curricula, effectiveness,
systems of delivery and cost effectiveness. Monitor the implementation of HB 2630 (84R) and assess the availability of
parenting support and education programs and resources around the state.
Regionalization Plan
Monitor juvenile justice regionalization planning and implementation of SB 1630 (84R). Identify appropriate outcome
measures to evaluate success of keeping more youth closer to home. Make recommendations to increase community
and regional options and strengthen community services to reduce commitments to the Texas Juvenile Jusitice
Department.
Grandparents:
Examine the Texas Family Code’s treatment of grandparents in the parent-child relationship, including Chapters 32, 34,
153, 161, and 162 and suggest any changes that may be useful to address the growing population of grandparents and
the best interests of Texas children and families.
House Committee on Licensing & Administrative Procedures
Regulatory Functions:
Identify regulatory functions across all agencies and departments. Make recommendations for possible consolidation,
and study any effort that could make processes more efficient, reduce regulatory burden, and make effective use of
taxpayer funds.

